Clampless anastomosis: novel device for clampless proximal vein anastomosis in OPCAB surgery--the initial Spyder experience.
The Spyder is a novel device that enables the attachment of a vein to the aorta by compliant, interrupted anastomosis; this minimizes aortic manipulation during off pump-coronary artery bypass (OPCAB) surgery. Its use may reduce transcranial Doppler signals recorded during CABG. We performed 250 anastomoses in 160 OPCAB cases in many centers and recorded efficiency and efficacy data. There were no adverse events noted during the operative period. In a subset of patients in one center, flow (n = 48) and transcranial Doppler signals (n = 22) were measured. We found the device to be a useful adjunct for minimally invasive CABG surgery.